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Ledbetter News

Melm Wins Protest . . ,

Manheim, nosed out in a 10-inn-
ing game at the Homecoming ~in
Ledbetter at 6 - 5, filed protest
against the ellxibuny of Travis

Efzel and H. A. Hall, members of |

the Ledbetter team who also play
with La Grange in the South Cen-
tral circuit, but mostly in night
games, which are not played in the
Lee County League.

Managers and officers of the‘
League met in Warda Friday even-.

ing, the meecting being presided
over by an alternate, President
Fred Placke having voluntarily dis-
qualified himself because Jackie
Placke is a member of the Ledbet-
ter team. Manheim’s protest was
bnedonSectlonOo(Artlclenot
the by-laws of the League that;

“No player or players may be

hired or allowed to play in this

league who'are now under con-
tract with any organized baseball

‘league or club or if they are af-

fillated with professional base-

ball except signed for spring try-
out and released."”

Ledbetterites based their de-
fense on the statement of La
Grange manager ' Kenney Stork
that the players were not under
contract with him and that he had
merely submitted’ their names to
his own league secretary along
with other players on his roster,
The locals further pointed out that
thq h-d duly signed these players

early April, before La Grange
!ud club and that further they
lud been uleued nor requut

ﬂon 3 of Article IT. ol the League
that:

“No player shall be considercd

as released until his written re-

lease from his manager shall be
filed with the secretary.”

Ledbetterites, who won their
first four games by top-heavy
scores and shutouts, met scant con-
sideration from the heads and
hands of the 5 voting managers,
Lincoln being the lone supporter
of the locals’ contention that they .
had a clear and prior right to the
‘players. ‘

Lee County League rules make
no provision {or appeal from man-
ager voting, which obviously shifts
in sentiment  with the changing
‘baseball fortunes of clubs in dis-
‘pute, but Ledbetterites, who have

-never filed a protest, agree with

the sentiment of the press that
these protests aré highly detrimen-
tal to the sportsmanship and pres:
tige of the League as well as to
spectator interest, which is the fac-
tor that pays the frallht and which
should receive first consideration.
Believing that the public wants to
see games declded on thé field of
play rather than over eon!crenca
tables, the locals suggest the elec-
tion of a board of bascball directors
to (rule the varying neighbor lea-
gues as well as ‘the Lee County
League, nther than the erratic,
changing sentiment of manager
voting.

Dime Box 4, Ledbetter 3. ..

Sizzling, summer solistice heat
set the stage for hotly contested
baseball battle in Dime Box Sun-
day in which the locals were edged
-| 4 to 3 with the outcome in doubt
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enz in the mound duex “at 8 hits to
4, but highly ragged umplring fav-
ored the winners. Scintillating on
the locals' defense, was veteran Al-
fred Kunkel who twice mlchcd
bunts hot off the bat for a throw 1o
s¢cond o annul attempted sacrifi-
ces, and Jackle Placke twice killed
gtores with throws to the plate and
made a sensational jump to block
Schultz off second. The field um-
pire, engaged in an argument at
first failed to see the play, but
Placke who had the base squarely
covered with his ‘anatomy and the
ball agajnst Schultz! midriif froze
the position long enough !or the
umpire to call the play.

Lincoln invades Lédbetter next
Sunday, June 28, and the welcome
mat s out for the lone mpportcn
of the locals at the League meeting,
Umpires may get shot, blonds bash-
ed and bruncttes bruised, but the
officlal assurance is that no pro-
tests will be filed for such trifles,
Only nrdult admissions are charged,
and league officials and the Press
are honored with passes, A newly
erected wire fence protects the spee
tators from the. hnxur;h of sharply
driven fouls.
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